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CORPORATION OF HAMILTON 

RESIDENTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
Thursday, September 9, 2021, 4:00 pm 

Online Remote 

 
Present: Councillor Henry Ming, Chairman 

Councillor George Scott, JP 
 Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 
 Sarah Thompson - Associate Member 
 Donte Hunt (BEDC) - Associate Member 
 PC Christopher Douglas - City Constable 

  
Apologies: Councillor Jenefer Brimmer 

 Rt. Wor. Charles R. Gosling, JP 
 Tracy Marshall - Associate Member 

  
Staff: CEO/City Secretary - Dwayne A. Caines, JP 

 Director of Marketing & Communications – Jessica Astwood 
 Public Relations Manager - Helen Zoellner 

  
Apologies: CFO/Acting City Secretary - Tanya Iris 

 COO/City Engineer - Patrick Cooper 
  

In Attendance: Assistant City Engineer - Charles Waters 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Confirmation of Notice 

The CEO/City Secretary confirmed that the appropriate notices of the meeting were duly given 
according to the Meeting Guide. 

2. Role of the Chairman 

Councillor Henry Ming confirmed his role as the Chairman, in Councillor Jenefer Brimmer's stead. 

3. Open Meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 4.03 pm. 
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4. Apologies 

The CEO/City Secretary confirmed that apologies had been received from Mayor Charles Gosling, 
the Chair Councillor Jenefer Brimmer and the COO/City Engineer, Patrick Cooper. 

5. Public Participation/Presentation 

There was no public participation/presentation. 

6. Correspondence 

There was no correspondence. 

7. Minutes of the Previous Residents Advisory Committee Meeting dated 8 July 2021 

Councillor R. Edwards commented on: 

Page 5 of 6, Paragraph 13.1, Action Item: “Ask Mr. Jackson if he wished to continue in the space, 
as it relates to the food concession at the junction of Court Street and Victoria Street.”, should 
read: "Ask Mr. Jackson if he wished to continue in the space, as it relates to the food concession 
at the junction of Court Street and Dundonald Street." 

Proposed:  Councillor G. Scott 

Seconded:  Councillor R. Edwards 

The Minutes were accepted as amended. 

8. Matters Arising from the Previous Residents Advisory Committee dated 8 July 2021 

8.1 Items for the Budget Wish List 

Add the Court Street costed archway and planter/bench items to the Budget Wish List 
for inclusion in the Agenda of the next Residents Advisory Committee Meeting to be 
held on 9 September 2021.  Action item been completed. 

Councillor Ming referred to the plans for the stairs from Court Street level into Gordon's 
Green Park, would be added to the Budget Wish List.  The landing section would be 
enlarged for potential use as a grandstand. 

Councillor Ming encouraged the Residents Advisory Committee to continue to submit 
suggestions and reminded the meeting that items on the Budget Wish List would be 
prioritised based on budget, manpower and urgency of the project.   

ACTION: 

Ensure that the Budget Wish List be updated to include the proposed archway on Court 
Street, the planter/benches and the enlarged stairs into Gordon's Green Park for potential 
use as a grandstand.  (COO/City Engineer) 
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8.2 Decoration of Wheelie Bins 

Formulate a minimal framework for the decorating of wheelie bins and meet with Ms. 
Alicia Virgil and Ms. Nadine Clarke-Dillas, to discuss the way forward for the 
initiative.  Ms. Clarke-Dillas would present the framework for the initiative to decorate 
wheelie bins at the next meeting.  Action item completed.  

At the meeting of the Infrastructure Committee held on 14 July 2014, it was agreed to 
respond to Ms. Virgil's request that the COH permit businesses and residents to decorate 
their own bins at their own cost, in line with the COH Public Art Initiative Policy, as it 
related to the City trash bin artwork initiative. 

8.3 Letter to Housing Corporation 

Write a letter to the Housing Corporation advising them that illegal activities continue 
to take place at Wantley House on Princess Street and request action.   Councillor Ming 
said that after a public out-cry, several organisations were now working toward saving 
Wantley House from demolition.  He said that these organisations would petition the 
Housing Corporation, as one voice with a Chairperson.  Structural surveys had been 
carried out on the property, including one which costed repairs following a second 
fire.  The organisations were giving consideration to purchase the property, to make 
restoration or renovation, recommend a use for the building with a proposal to be 
presented to Government shortly.  Action item completed. 

8.4 Undergrounding the Utility Lines 

Request BELCo to provide a schedule of works as it related to the undergrounding of 
utility lines on the remainder of Ewing Street and Angle Street, to which the COH would 
contribute an equal share with the other utility companies.  (COO/City Engineer) The 
Assistant City Engineer said that an onsite meeting had taken place with BELCo and the 
utility companies representatives.  The utility representatives would request funding 
from their respective companies.  In the meantime, BELCo would move forward with the 
project to install a meter upgrade.  A schedule of works and funding would be available 
in due course.  Action item had not been completed. 

8.5 North East Hamilton Plan 2021 

Circulate to the Residents Advisory Committee, a copy of the Department of Planning's 
presentation to the COH on 23 June 2021, as it relates to the North East Hamilton Plan 
2021.  Action item completed. 

Councillor Ming said that a response to the Department of Planning of the North East 
Hamilton Plan 2021 recently presented, would be discussed at the next Residents 
Advisory Committee meeting.  Ms. Thompson said that she had not seen the Plan and 
advised that Plan should be discussed with the residents in the area, particularly in regard 
to security due to the recent activity on Court Street.  Councillor Ming referred to the 
attendance of the Assistant Commissioner Martin Weekes at the Board Meeting held on 
8 September 2021, where policing in the City was discussed.  The CEO/City Secretary said 
that the reports from the Extra Duty Police patrols in North Hamilton had indicated a 
significant decrease in crime where there had been a police presence and suggested that 
this kind of preventative policing would be something the Bermuda Police Service should 
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undertake.  Councillor Ming said that the data which reflected the decrease in crime 
would be included in the draft response to the North East Hamilton Plan 2021, as well as 
comments on various designs.  Mr. Hunt said that a recent quarterly meeting of the EZZ, 
attended by the BPS, had included discussion around security in the area.  Plans for CCTV 
cameras on Court Street had also been discussed and would be activated in the near 
future.  Mr. Hunt said that the Bermuda Economic Development Corporation had 
proposed a survey of business owners to ascertain the placement of CCTV cameras inside 
and outside of business premises, providing coverage for the entire street, which would 
be published as a deterrent.  The BEDC would assist with the initial expense and ongoing 
costs of the CCTV cameras. 

ACTION: 

Prepare a draft response to the Department of Planning's North East Hamilton Plan 2021 
recently presented, for discussion at the Residents Advisory Committee meeting to be 
held on 7 October 2021.  The Extra Duty Police Officers patrol data which had reflected a 
decrease in crime, would be included in the draft response, as well as comments on 
various designs.  (Councillor H. Ming) 

8.6 Food Concession 

Ask Mr. Jackson if he wished to continue in the space, as it relates to the food 
concession at the junction of Court Street and Dundonald Street.  The Director of 
Marketing and Communications said that in July Mr. Jackson informed her that he would 
not set up again until the COVID-19 case numbers had decreased significantly.  No further 
communication had been received from Mr. Jackson. Action item completed. 

8.7 Uptown Outside Event (Fresh Creations Ltd. – Elmore Warren) 

The CEO/City Secretary said that he had met with Mr. Warren who said that a start date 
for the event had been uncertain due to equipment sourcing issues.   He told Mr. Warren 
that the COH would be preparing for its Fall and Christmas schedule within a few weeks 
which would utilise the COH staff. The Uptown Outside event, due to commence on 26 
July – 31 October 2021 for a trial period, had been postponed and Mr. Warren had 
requested and extension until January 2022.  Mr. Hunt said the BEDC would assist with 
the event, however, more details would be required. 

ACTION: 

Await an email request from Mr. Donte Hunt of BEDC, to arrange a zoom meeting with 
the CEO/City Secretary, COO/City Engineer and/or Assistant City Engineer, to discuss the 
details and timing of the Uptown Outside event hosted by Mr. Ellmore Warren.  (CEO/City 
Secretary) 
 

9. Resolutions Approved by the Minister 

There were no Resolutions approved by the Minister. 

10. Recommendations for Review 

There were no Recommendations for review. 
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11. Status Update 

11.1 Marketing & Communications 

- Taste of Bermuda - 24-26 September 2021 - drive-in food festival with various vendors 
providing the food, chef and bar tender demonstrations and movies. 

- Drive-In Halloween Movie Night - 30 October 2021 in City Hall car park. 

- Christmas schedule - tree lighting event, possible Mayor's Reception, Christmas window 
decorating competition and others. 

- Mural at Great Things building - giant mural, welcome to Hamilton theme, by end of 
2021.  

- Marquee sign - Bermuda - final preparations underway. Location proposal with the 
Infrastructure Committee. 

11.2 Take Note:  Project Charters 2021 

12. Extra Duty Police Officer Reports 

Councillor Ming referred to the Extra Duty Police Officers Reports for July and August 2021 and 
asked for comments.  

PC Douglas had made a site visit to Wantley House and noted changes. Barbed wire fencing had 
been erected around the property with no evidence that the property had been 
accessed.  Councillor Ming noted that Wantley House was now secure and in the hands of Housing 
Corporation. He also noted that the first black councilman had lived in Wantley House so there 
would be a social, cultural and architectural significance to the property. 

PC Douglas noted that the Extra Duty Police Officer patrols had experienced staff shortages over 
the month of August and the reporting would reflect that. 

13. Any Other Business 

13.1 Speed Bump on Laffan Street 

Ms. Thompson referred to the new speed bump installed on Laffan Street, which was 
actually on Canal Road.  She had sent an email to the CEO/City Secretary to ask if he could 
obtain a police report in connection with an incident at the speed bump on 26 August 
2021.  Whilst she welcomed the speed bump, she recommended that the camber be 
realigned to prevent further accidents and damage to vehicles driving over it, specifically 
from the Woodlands Road to Laffan Street direction.  She explained that the particular 
incident had been caused by the gradient of the speed bump when the bike was coming 
off the speed bump, near her residence, and there had been major injury to the rider.  She 
suggested that the signage be embellished with yellow paint to signal potential danger.   
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The CEO/City Secretary said that the speed bump had a dual purpose.  The speed bump 
had been installed with mesh wire covered with cement to protect an oil line to BELCo, 
which had been sinking.  The speed bump had been built in the same dimensions as other 
similar speed bumps in Hamilton.  Green cones had been placed in the centre of the road 
as well as warning signage for 15 feet in both directions.  He said that speed bumps were 
designed to slow traffic down and to pass over speed bumps at speed may cause an 
incident. 

The Assistant City Engineer said that, as confirmed to an insurance company, warning 
signage was erected on the nearby traffic poles on the day of the speed bump 
installation.  The signage had been moved to temporary poles the following day.  He said 
that the roadway under the speed bump was not level and recommended additional 
asphalt would be laid to level the roadway at the speed bump, in due course. 

The CEO/City Secretary said that the public had been informed of the installation of the 
speed bump via all media platforms and he would ensure sufficient warning signage 
would be visible. 

ACTION: 

Ensure there was sufficient warning road signage at the newly installed speed bump on 
Laffan/Canal Street.  (CEO/City Secretary) 

13.2 Parking Enforcement Officers 

The CEO/City Secretary said that the COH's five (5) new Parking Enforcement Officers 
would be sworn in on Monday, 13 September 2021.  The PEOs would be responsible for 
parking in the City car parks and the streets, particularly in residential areas of North 
Hamilton to ensure residents who had experienced historical residential parking needs 
would be met.  The PEOs would patrol the City boundaries, including Laffan Street. 

14. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on 7 October 2021. 

15. Meeting Closed 

The meeting closed at 5.06 pm. 


